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PREFACE. 


Is theſe days of increaſing Innovation, as well re- 


ligious as political, ſo collaterally if not immediately 


ſubverſive of our excellent Eſtabliſhment, it may well 
become every real Friend of the Conſtitution to exert 
his beſt endeavours, however feeble, to counteract the 
Attempts of any deſcription of Men who, from Party 


views, or from ill-grounded private Prejudice, are 


deſirous of effecting a Change, either in Church or 


p Pas 8 
0 4 1 . „ . „ 


State. 
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Should the Publication of the following Tract tend 


at all to promote, in any elaſs of people, the reſpect 
and veneration due to our Establiſhed Form of Divine 


Worſhip, its chief end will be moſt fully anſwered. 
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PLAIN THOUGHTS ; 


> SUBMITTED TO 


PLAIN — 


By BJECTS more immediately political are daily ſo 
well and ably handled by men of ſuch ſuperior genius 
and underſtanding, that it might be weakneſs here to 
enter into a diſcuſſion of them; and the object of the 
following remarks is chiefly for the purpoſe of notice- 
ing the very great zeal ſhewn by a particular deſcrip- 
tion of people to eſtrange or ſeduce thoſe who have 
been from their infancy brought up in the principles 
of our Mother Church, to become adherents to other 
doctrines and another form of worſhip; which is to 
make, as they pretend, *the comers thereunto perfect“. 

It is againſt ſuch deluſive ſuggeſtions, and ſuch ſpe- 
cious ' temptations, that the middling and the lower 
claſſes of people ſhould be forewarned and prepared. 

Tt may be worth while firſt to conſider for a moment 
What one eſſential doctrine, laid down by the Eſtabliſh- 
ed Church from the authority of Sees (Which 
we are all taught to ſearch) is there, which the meaneſt 
capacity cannot very well comprehend and reduce to 
practice, by the explanation of her own Miniſters, 
without the aid of other officious teachers, who are, 
in many caſes, much more ignorant than their hearers ? 
Is it fair to object the common term / Prieſtcraft' to 
the regular Clergy ? For what powers do they pre- 
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25 to exerciſe but what are conducive to the hap- 
pineſs and well-being of mankind ? To cultivate their 
minds and correct their manners; to reclaim the 


wicked and comfort the feeble-minded ; to promote as 


much as in them lies, peace, love, and univerſal 
righteouſneſs ; to pray to God for his people, to bleſs 
them in his name, and to diſpenſe to them his ordi- 
nances for their ſpiritual. comfort and edification, are 


the particular duties of their ſtation. And let it now 


be aſked, not only of the pious Chriſtian, but of any 
ſerious man, What is there in any of theſe things 
which can give juſt or reaſonable offence ? = For we 
may ſafely believe, not only the opinions of the En- 
gliſh Church to be thoſe of the Goſpel, but we may 
without arrogance think alſo her ſyſtem of Govern- 
ment and Worſhip: agreeable to the ſpirit of the pri- 


mitive ages, and conducive to good order, piety and 


virtue. Surely then, in the Eſtabliſhed Church of 
England, Prieſtcraft is impoſſible: the Word of God is 
in this happy country open to all; liberty of conſcience, 


- in following the tenets of his e is a juſt object 


of toleration for every man, however deſirable it might 


be that we were all of one mind. And perhaps tis 


fitting that a Chriſtian ſhould worſhip God in that 
manner which ſhall be moſt ſuitable to his conſcience, 


provided that be done without offence to his neigh- 


bour; that is, without cauſing him to fall from his 


own ſtedfaſtneſs, 6 or to be carried about with every 


wind of vain doctrine by the fleight and cunning craf- 
tineſs of thoſe who either lie in wait to deceive,“ or 


more openly and avowedly are compaſling ſea and land 


to make proſelytes.— (Matt. c. xiii. v. 15.) Let us 
dwell a little upon this latter obſervation ; the truth 
of which is as abundantly evident in theſe days as in 
the time of the Scribes and Phariſees of old, whom 


our Saviour reaſonably and ſtrictly remonſtrated with. 


The circumſtances of Miſſionaries, or Itinerant 


[7] 


Preachers, * going about from place to place to liiſtru& 
and © enlighten' the lower claſſes of people, is too 
notorious to be denied; and it has been warmly, as 
falſely, or ignorantly 5 by the abettors of theſe 
induſtrious retailers of the goſpel, that they viſit only 
hamlets where there are no churches, and thoſe villages 
chiefly where no Clergyman reſides, and that they 
avoid thoſe places where there are pious and zealous 
miniſters in the church! So far from this being the 
real ſtateof the caſe, the contrary is the fact; and mul- 
titudes could bear teſtimony that-in ſeveral inſtances 
theſe Miſſionaries are the more diligent and active 
the leſs their pious labours are requiſite. So far from 
their being actuated ſolely by the good motives which 
they pretend—of inſtructing, reforming, and convert- 
ing the poor villagers, are there not, on the contrary, 
many inſtances of theſe preachers coming into places 
where'the inhabitants have every opportunity of being 


duly inſtructed by exemplary pariſh miniſters, + and 


* Such as these, under pretence of knowledge, of which they 
have not the first rudiments, often enter pariſhes where, till then, 
the greatest harmony prevailed, and on their own speculations, 
without the concurrence of any respectable householder or other 
parishioner, register some cottage, outhouse, or chamber, pre- 
' tended to be for the use of Protestant Dissenters ; this practice 

they carefully conceal from the inhabitants of the village, none 
of whom would probably be allured under such a denomination. 
Having proceeded thus far, and brought a small number of fol- 
| lowers from other parishes, curiosity and the very novelty of 
seeing such men transformed into preachers, entice those who have 
the most itching ears, to whom (from the general perversity of 
human nature, sometimes aided by the remembrance of some for- 
mer dispute on matters of property) the abuse of the ministry 
soon becomes agreeable. Thus breaches are made which can sel- 
dom be healed, and prejudices are implanted which no human skill 
can eradicate, because these men have the presumption to impose - 
their senseless rant upon the unsuspecting multitude, as proceed. 
ing from the peculiar and miraculous operation of bonds holy 
spirit. (See Report from the Diocese of Lincoln). 

+ For proof of this, see Rev. F. Wollaston's ane to his 
Parishioners of Chiselhurst, Kent, a pamphlet one must regret 
had not been rather more adapted to the comprehension and read- 


ing of the lower class, and more epd with its very par- 
ticular title- page. N 


8 4 
Nave the advantage (if they will indeed reap it) of at- 
tending church twice in the day, with other opportu- 
nities for divine worſhip,z and who, rather than have 
no hearers, bring theif congregation with them, and 
when they have diſturbed a pariſh by their unwelcome 
viſits, and been foiled in their object of greathy adding 


| 
| 
| 


to the number of their hearers, will court-oppoſitian 
for the ſake of urging: their old popular complaint of 

© being © perſecuted for righteouſnefs fake." It is no 
leſs well known, that cottages have been, and now are 
licenſed for the purpoſe of what is termed-* preachs 
ing the goſpel,” whoſe inhabitants have been ſtimulas 
ted and employed by perſons notorious for their 
enmity to the regular eftablifhments of theit ebuntry, + 
and the eaſy modes likewiſe by which thefè licenſes are 
obtained, have much tended to increaſe the number 
of them, eſpecially fince the paſſing that ſalutary Act 
of Parliament entitled the Sedition Bill, by whieh the 
difficulty of publicly diſcuſſitig political or diſſeminat- 
ing pernicious principles is neceſſarily increaſed. { 
Theſe and other conſiderations which might eaſily be 
urged, will lead many diſpaſſionate people to think 
much of that to be true which has been ſtated in a 

| pamphlet lately written by a Diſſenting Miniſter, 
4 (Mr. David Rivers) who, from motives of conſcience 
and conviction, from the exiſting came of the 
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+ Iti is one of the no mall grievances arising + from these daily | 
encreasing different places of worship, that it affords a pretext to 
profane and irreligious persons to traduce our holy religion, and 
under the favour of 80 o muy places of — to absent them- 
selves from all. 


t A very xensible writer has VIE observed, There is a lying 
spirit gone forth amongst the people, which has seduced them 
from the paths of truth into dark and dangerous ways; that po- 
litical retrospect which was some time ince discoverable amo 
the lower orders of the community, had no sooner received a 13 4 
from the hand of governmeat, than it was converted into religious 

turbulence ; when the stream was Stopped | in its original direction 
it burst out into a new channel, and in its present course it may 
be considered as more alarming than in its first. 
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lng Wy 6 to ſeparate from thoſe with ben, lis”; 


had been brought up and educated; and amongſt hom Fe 
he had occaſionally preached, | This author, for a ſeries fr 


of years, had made it a point to ſtudy their political cha- 


racter and bia,. and certainly had thoſe opportunities 
of knowing them which a:ftranger could not poſſibly 


have had.“ He acknowledges; indeed, that there are 
individuals among them, and even among their teachers 


whom he reſpects and reveres, whoſe: loyalty:he would 


vouchifbrzahd-even be ſecurity.; but adds, (with what 
juſtice need not here he determined) that number is 
very ſ mall; and then takes notice of. a circumſtance, 


which inideed does ſone what ſtagger, that a Diſſenting 
Miniſter, who had been arraigned: only a day or two 
before at the Old Bailey, Was ſuffered 10 preach at tlie 


molt reſpectable meeting houſe the Diſſenters have in 


the metropolis t the Sunday following. But to return 


to dur Itinerant Preachers, whoſe progreſs, it is thought, 


may ere long be checked from a promiſed. motion in 
Parliament, of which notice has been given by. a re- 
enn Member of the Houſe. of Commons. $ | 1 


Sb iso u Sermon by another Dissenting Minister, (Mr. T. 
Martin): preached at a Meeting Hause, Broad-street, January 


upon, him. 
S, Carter. Lane, St. Paul's. . 
And no doubt can be entertained but that such treacherous 


1798, and which has brought down. the e * ** _ | 


intrusion into parishes calls for the serious attention of the Legisla- 


ture; both because of its threatenin to undermine and dissolve 
all useful connection between the Clergy and their Parishioners, 


and also because whilst places of meeting may be thus registered 


without enquiry, and without conditions of any kind, one cannot 
see any obstacle opposed to any men or combination of men who 


might at any time wish to propagate not only various lesser he- 
resies, but socinianism, deism, or even atheism, in a parish yet 


untainted with any of these destructive tenets; and one cannot 
but dread but the same means might with equal efficacy be em- 
played to sap and overturn the State as well as the Church; and 

n one dtocese (Lincoln) instances of both kinds have been pro- 


duced, sufficiently flagrant to excite serious alarm in the breast of 


every true patriot and of every sincere believer of Christianity. 
4 | B d 
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1 norant and bold fanatics, it is well known; are at this 

lt _- time; holding forth, in loud declamations, throughout 

[ _ | almoſt every part of the kingdom; and it might not, 

| perhaps, be difficult to prove, that this practice is fre- 

| | quently, in many parts of the world, turned to political 


account, by unſettling the minds of the lower orders of 
the people, propoſing to them the deluſive ſweets of 
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" Equality, and, making them very jealous of the power 
i or poſſeſſions of their ſuperiors and employers; and as 
f t their religious principles, (however good or ſteady 
| before) raiſing doubts in timid minds, and making not 
i __ only'the:dodtrine and example, but the very 3 perſons 
_ _ and: ſituation of their regular paſtors: odious and ſuſ- 
pedted. The reſpegtable Member + above alluded to, 
WW. _ expreſſed: his ſurpriſe and regret at being applied to in 
| his magiſterial capacity, by a lad of 17 years of age, for 
| i a licenſe: to preach the Goſpel :—This /circumiſtance 
1 will not appear ſoextraordinary to thoſe who have taken 
| the pains to examine the regiſter of names of perſons 
I who had taken out licenſes! for the above plauſible pur- 


= 

i | Poſe, and have ſeen that many who had ſo done were 
obliged. to make their ſignatures by mark (unable to 
write) and many ho could write had miſſpelled their 
own names. No ſuch a proof of their incapacity to 
teach others, in ſuch momentous points as Faith and 
Practice, cannot but alarm every friend to true religion 
i and his country; at the ſame time that the more mo- 


' | derate and educated part of the Difſenters muſt (one 
bi would think) highly diſapprove of ſuch practices, as 


| . hurtful or disgraceful even to their own cauſe. It is 
| Moreover a fact well known, that for many. months in 
=_ . the ſummer 1798, a private ſoldier from one of the 
ih militias (caid to be the Warwickſhire) was going about 
f 
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from place to place through a moſt populous diocese, 
2 Nn together crowds of people to witneſs the no- 
velty of Wea impudence; ; and it was as ell: known 


+ Mr. Michael Angel Taylor. | 


* 


11 1 
how long a time this continued a nuiſance to the ſeriouuns 
and peaceable inhabitants Difſenters as wel} as Church- — 
men) of ſuch villages or towns as this military divine 
(if the expreſſion be allowable) thought proper to viſit. 4 . 
We may here reaſonably ask, if it can poſſibly tend 
either to the Glory of God or the good of man that 
ſuch glaring inſtances of religious mockery ſhould be 
ſuffered to paſs on before our eyes ſilently or diſfre 2 
garded? And, without entering into the queſtion, Who 


* 3 
4 „ 


ſhould be the firſt to ſtem the torrent of ſuch notorious e 
evils? It may be conceded, that if the Member Who hass 7 
in his place already obſerved upon the liberties preſum eg 


upon under the ſanction of the much- abuſed Toler a 
ation Act, is really in earneſt (and there ſeems littte 

reaſon to doubt it), he highly merits the thanks of 

every good man! and ſurely thouſands may wonder if a 

he has not the ſupport of the Miniſter and his friends, 

and above all, if he does not receive material aſſiſtance, 

in the execution of his laudable endeavours, from thoſe 

(in the Upper Houſe)*,whoſe ſituation and calling muſe 

afford abundant means of giving him the beſt iuforma- 

tion upon the ſubject he has promiſed to bring forward 

in Parliament. This indeed is a meaſure which muſt 

prove highly ſerviceable, not only to the intereſt of 

Religion, but likewiſe of the State. For it would be 

no difficult matter to point out the manifeſt. danger 

there is to ſo many as are tempted; to yield to the vain 

Fes of ſuch as-pretend that they are inwardly inſpir-  —_ 
ed, or privately called to preach the Goſpel ; and-:if © + 2 


* The Bench of Bichovs ; and it. is much to * 3 of the "© ; Fo 
Bishop of Lincoln that he has 80 earnestly co-operated with some * Þ} 
very respectable Clergy, in taking into consideration the state of fc 
Religion, in a district of his Lordship's diocese, as well as the best = 
mode of promoting the relief and practice of it; and of guarding, ”.. FE 1 65 


as much as possible, against the danger arising to the Church and N 
Government of this kingdom, from the alarming increase of pro: 
faneness and irreligion on one hand, and the false doctrines and 3 
evil designs of Fanatic and Seditious Teachers on the other. Wo 
| B 2 Fr, &*. 
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[12] 


ſome, “ who have had really 3 — of learning 


or education can yet deſcend to encourage ſuch hurtful 


fanaticiſm, no wonder that the ignorant and bold ſhould 


often trangreſs the hounds of decency and order; for 
all muſt be concluded ſtrictly deſerving ſuch vveſcrip. 
tion, who | impiouſly invade the ſacred office, and deal 
out their indigeſted doctrines with preſumptuous free- 
dom. From ſuch it is expedient to warn the multi- 
tude that they turn aſide; and for this reaſon, amongſt 
many others, becauſe, as was before obſerved, they will 


moſt likely be told by ſuch perſons, what will preju- 


dice them from attending their own holy Church, & con- 
fuſe their thoughts, and unfettle their minds. As, for 


Inſtance, in many of theſe private conventicles, and by 


2 ſelf- formed teachers, they will hear the whole 


body of the regular Clergy oceaſionally held forth in a 


contemptible light; the weakeſt and moſt preſump- 


tuous pleas advanced for the preference of their own 


9 fraternity, and the Church mode of preaching objected 


to, as not being under the influence of the Spirit of 


God; a favour they arrogate to themſelves in a high 
degree; and one proof they give of this is, becauſe it 


has not the teſt of extempore delivery : the moſt Aly 


and falſeſt argument; as if every good man did not 


aſk God's 'blefling upon his profefsional labours; and 


that it was not as neceſſary to a written diſcourſe às to 


every religious exertion whatſbever; or as if the value 


of God's gifts of underſtanding and his bleſsing i in the 


mighty benefits derived from 28 education, did not 


50 T 0 OY and preach what is called the Gospel © carries with 
it a plausible sound, well calculated to deceive the unwary; and 
thus, in some instances, persons of respectability, both for piety 
and character, are nr to countenance __ proceedings. 


9 PEER from the Church of this N is daily encreas- 
ing, funds are established, and writers employed to propagate and 
support the cause of Schism. 1 See Daubeney” s Guide to the Church. ) 
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form an eminent portion of Divine favour.“ It might 


easily be determined which has the beſt mark of the 
Divine concurrence and gracious aid; a diſcourſe par- 
taking of all the eſſential ingredients to render it ſafe, 
intelligible, and to God's honour and the important 
intereſts of his ſervants; or a jumble of indigeſted- 
ſubjects, needleſs repetitions, and low compariſons, 
often interrupted by actual deficiency, both as to ut- 
terance and matter, notwithſtanding the boaſted aſ- 
siſtance of the Spirit; and, to ſpeak moſt charitably, ſo 
often intermixed with offensive obſervation; and down- 
right nonſenſe, t that if the whole was taken down and 
ſhewn to the inſpired orator, at a little diſtance of time, 
he would be juſtly aſhamed of the composition, moſt 
probably diſown it, nor venture to allow it thoſe signs 
of that immediate unerring influence which can never 
be the author of confusion and abſurdities. But even 
were theſe diſcourſes connected, eloquent and with- 


out any of the objections above mentioned, which may 


be the eaſe with ſome, where thought, talent, and 
ſtudy diſtinguiſh the performance, yet this is no 
more a proof of the Spirit being more particularly 


concerned in producing theſe compositions, than in 


one from manuſcript, the effect of deliberation, judg- 
ment, and correction; for men have their various na- 


rural talents. And which bids faireſt to furniſh profit 


4 1 
= ; 
*. N > 


to the hearers? That which is an object of reſpect, and e 


will bear examination, or that which is often an 
object of ridicule, and can ſtand no ſound enquiry ? 
TRE deciſion muy ſafely be left t to any wn Tring perſon. 


It may be proper to huts that some of _ reflections 
have been collected from a very sensible discourse (printed about 
ten years since) by an exemplary Divine of the present day. 

+ It was the observation of a very old Divine, that it would 
exceedingly humble a goad man, could he, after he had prayed, be 
made to see his prayers writ down with interlineations of all the 


vain and impertinent thoughts which had thrust themselves in 
among them. 
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— The greateſt — may have the e faculty 


of a good memory, and the knack of extemporiſing; 
may be poſſeſſed of audacious confidence and ſtrong 
nerves ; whilſt the moſt holy man alive, and the moſt 
religiouſly informed, could not be prevailed upon to 
deliver a ſermon without his notes, in public, upon 
any conſideration; and (though perhaps with every 


qualification for the task but conſtitutional audacity) 


might poſſibly fail, was he to attempt it. But, if this 
man's life is upright, if his example is profitable, if 
his doctrine is founded upon evangelical principle, is 
he to be degraded as not being yet taught of God? 


None but a fool or a fanatic would aſſert this. But 
there is a great deal in early habit, as well as peculiar 


gift; and it will not admit of doubt, but that men of 


genius might, in a degree, avail themſelves of the ad- 


vantage of prompt delivery in the pulpit, as in other 
oratory, was it the cuſtom to have it early practiſed, 


and that without the additional effect of Inſpiration; 
though in ſolemn charges, perhaps, the more circum- 


ſpect and guarded method is beſt.—It is further to be 
lamented, that perſons who pretend to a more than 
common zeal and concern for religion, ſhould ima 
gine that they do God ſervice by the moſt indiſcrimi- 
nate abuſe of the whole Body of the Clergy, by uncha-. 


* ritable miſconſtruction of actions perfectly innocent, 
by aggravating little faults incident to the infirmity of 


human nature in all orders and conditions of men, or 


by publiſhing with. triumphant exultation, and circu- 


lating with indefatigable activity, thoſe inſtances of 
groſſer miſconduct of which one would truſt the pro- 
portion is much leſs among thoſe of this profeſſion, than 


among the like number of men in any other claſs of 


ſociety, and by maliciouſly aſcribing ſuch faults and 


miſconduct to the whole Body. Nor does public 


Church Service a whit better eſcape the ſeverity of 
theſe cenſorious judges. But it ſhould be here noticed 


4 


1 
that theſe remarks are not ſo much meant to apply to 
ſuch of our. Chriſtian Brethren (the Diſſenters of this 
age) as have been educated for generations under a dif- 
ferent eceleſiaſtical form, but to thoſe daily Separatiſts, 
the encouragers of | thoſe wandering ſhepherds who 
are going about from fold to fold to entice ſuch ſheep 
as uy oe a time have * from their own proper 
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Another danger 3 F chele 8 
teachers is, the pernicious influence of the doctrines 
that are maintained by them. Now as many of theſe 
perſons Who take upon them to go preaching about 
the country, are under no proper juriſdiction, and con- 
ſequently out of the reach of remonſtrance or reproof; 
and as in the Scriptures there are many things 
hard to be underſtood, they bend and twiſt and level 
theſe points according to their own particular opinions 
and uncultivated underſtandings; for having no know- 
ledge of the original language in which they were at 
firſt conveyed, and being above the conſideration of 
particular times, circumſtances, and occaſions, which 
lead to juſt diſcovery of their deſign and application, 
they interpret them ſeverally as the letter ſtrikes upon 
their unqualified judgment, or give a ſenſe of their 
on where they are incapable of finding that of the 
Seripture. For the truth of this perhaps one need 
only appeal to any perſons who may have attended 
different orators of this ſtamp: what a confuſion of no- 
tions, what perplexity of thought they have experi- 
enced from their different methods of treating the ſame 
thing teachers neither underſtanding what they ſay 
nor whereof. they affirm.”''* From theſe cauſes the 
mind (as has been before obſerved) becomes unſettled; 
; principles are at variance; and for want, in ſome in- 


* 18t Timothy c. i. verse 7, 


oy of? 4 . 
i — „„ 
4 ry 


* — x 


1 16 
ſtances, of early and ſolid foundation (which would 


"keep men' ſteady to their Mother Church), they go in 
ſearch of different information, get an habit and fond- 


£ - nbſs for variety, are daily entangled in difficulties, and 


become leſs capable of reliſhing the plain eee 


"OR det Laan wo who run may read. e? 


„ a NEE Ps. . 
The e ays, © «Six days thou ſhalt or 
and do all that thou haſt to do; but the Seventh day is 
the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.” Induſtfy in men's 
ſeveral callings, and the due care of their families and 
children, are duties that compoſe the greateſt part of 
the trials of the labouring man, while he has Health and 
ſtrength : this includes honeſty, of courfe ; and the gra- 
titude due to God, for ability to diſcharge the talk allot- 
ted to the ſeveral ſtations his wiſdom hath appointed, 
is ſhewn by a regular and humble ſervice to him in 
his Houſe; where, by the public ſanctions of the laws, 


his worſhip is eſtabliſhed, * a power to perform it 
diſpenſed to our fellow- ſubjects who have been edu- 


cated purpoſely for that high office, and not wherey by 
an impoſition on we 9 10 of "ny 1299 0 th n * 
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Mien in W wemfepves thus i SoRRat2EY, 
are no doubt ſerving God acceptably ; ſuch a conduct 
further implies refignation to his will, and becoming 
- praiſe for his mercy in affording them ſuch. à decent 
mode of ſerving him; humanity, ſobriety, 'and con- 
tentment in themſelves, juſtice towards thoſe who em- 


x © 
* 


ploy them, and good example to their neighbours. 


Now, every thing that interferes with the fulfilling of 


theſe neceſſary duties (let the plea be ever ſo plauſible) 
is faulty and to be avoided : regularity and reſt are the 
ſprings that afford ſtrength and ſpirits for wel, ; if 


* Habak, c. ii. verse 24 
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theſe times are broken in updn, by going ſome miles to 
hear a noiſy preacher, and continuing there ſome hours, 
bdoth mind and body muſt return fatigued. and the care 
required at home, of courſe, neglected; it muſt, i in the 
nature of things, afford an excuſe for ſome idleneſs the 
next day, at leaſt anchabit of neglecting their daily em- 
ployments may be inſenſibly contracted, and, if the re- 
ſources of ſupport be leſſened, their families muſt ſuf- 
fer proportionably. But . nightly. preachments! are 
open to great objections, on other accounts, however 
defended: by ſome pious motives: Iſt, No exception 
of any perfons can be made, with any degree of pro- 
priety, where the word of God"? is made the reaſon 
of afſembling, which often brings together a ſtrange 
mixture of characters; is ſometimes the cauſe of rude 
diſorder, and the profanation of the ſabbathi; and if this 
does not happen on the ſpot, all ſuch meetings by night 
lead to a ſort of riot, both in collecting and when they 


are diſmiſſed, very inconſiſtent with a ſolemn aſſembly- 


again, as from the very principle of Conyerſion 
none can be refuſed, many, as before hinted, muſt be 
admitted, who (without any breach of charity) it is 
evident go with no one pious purpoſe - curioſity, 
perhaps, the leaſt exceptionable deſign; and the fami- 
liarities and opportunities of temptation from the ſo- 
ciety of good, bad, and indifferent, in dark and ſolitary 
journeys, often lays the foundation of more vice than 
virtue; for it is well known, that theſe Sunday, Evening 
Meetings. afford very convenient opportunities for 
weekly aſſignations to many idle ſervants of both ſexes. 
Before we'cloſe theſe remarks, it may be. worth, while 
juſt to notice a plea which has been urged in favour of 
attending theſe unlicenſed meetings, that it is the 
happy means of removing the dangerous alternative of 
frequenting public-houſes * but how very idle is this 
obſervation, for no truly good perſon will waſte his 
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* and money, on the Lord's Day; in fuch dds 
_ after regularly artending the public-worſhip ; but the 
contrary, from what they are imagined to prevent, is 
frequently the . e of theſe purſuits, when 
_ fatigue; fochety, and refreſhment” combine to lead 
mem to theſe very houſes: fo that the end is often 
worſe than the beginning. As for- ſuch as can read, 
whoſe children enjoy the ſame benefit, it is their duty, 
when they return from church, to paſs a part of the 
remaining day at leaſt in the uſeful exerciſe of the ta- 
kents:God has been pleaſed to beſtow upon them; theſe 
are d in themſelves” little religious meetings, e 
ed by propriety; ſenſe, and decency ; and theſe are ob- 
 Hgations'which, as chriſtian parents, maſters and miſ- 
treſſes, it is incumbent on them to' perform : and alt 
mien may be aſſured, that if they wilt follow good coun- 
_ fel uniformly, with an earneſt deſire to better their 
tives, and ſeriouſly lay to heart what may de collected 
by a regular attendance at the- eſtabliſhed church, and 
with a dve-ſpirit endeavour to practiſe it, uſing her 
Prayers to help them forward in the tafk and triab of 
their lives; if all this be done, from a real principle 
of love to God, a fear of offending Him, and a regard 
for the ſalvation of their fouls, they will have paſſed 
the Sabbath-day religioufly and profitably, nor need fur. 
cher inſtruction from any other miniſter or teacher 
whatever. So eſſential is it for the good of all chriſtians 
(in theſe days more eſpecially) to hold faſt the form of 
found words which they have heard, and, without 
wavering between two opinions, to ſtand faſt 1 hold 
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